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ted : . . . Compare the lives of such diverse men as the Prodigal on the one hand, 

ine and Nicodemus, teacher of Israel, on the other. The Prodigal was a dissolute 

‘om 8 young man. In our time we might have called him a juvenile delinquent, or 

aI perhaps a young wastrel. Nicodemus, externally, stood at the opposite pole 

sha of human conduct. He was a man of education and breeding; he occupied 
an important position in the society of his day; respectability and prestige were 

ter his. Yet, these two were “brothers” spiritually. Just as the father was com- 

pelled to say of the Prodigal, “My son was dead,” so Jesus was compelled to say 
to Nicodemus, “Ye must be born again.” 
We are so easily deceived by external appearances. How often respectability 

is mistaken for regeneration; social acceptability is mistaken for salvation; 

ee | culture is mistaken for consecration; and prestige is mistaken for piety. Man 

ith : “looketh upon the outward appearance,” indeed, “but God looketh upon the 

ink : heart.” When Jesus looked into the heart of Nicodemus, leader of Israel, 
He saw the same corruption of spiritual death which was in the heart of the 
Prodigal. I must say something to you now, and there is no kindly way of 
saying it. Whosoever you are, if you are not living the new life in Christ, 
you are spiritually dead. You must be born again. 

—Gordon H. Girod 

~ THE WAY OF SALVATION 

-~< (See p. 18) 
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This issue (p. 6) contains the third 
and final study of the basic imperative 
of Christian missions, by the Rev. Clin- 
ton C. Baker. Following the theme 
for the year, “Into All The World 
Together,’ Mr. Baker has discussed 
the simple, ever old but always new 
obligation which is the Church’s until 
the return of her Lord. You may 
want to use these discussions as pro- 
gram material during the coming mis- 
sions season. 





During the pre-Christmas season, a 
panel of ministers found themselves 
before TV cameras in a Southern city, 
discussing Old Testament prophecies 
of Christ. The Presbyterian repre- 
sentative stirred up a storm when he 


opined that Isaiah 7:14 (“Behold a 
virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son...) was not messianic prophecy. 


After the representatives of the other 
denominations present had finished 
with him (quite effectively we are 
told) the Presbyterian lamely told the 
TV audience that he had been follow- 
ing a prominent speaker heard at a 
denominational conference last sum- 
mer. And so a remote program com- 
mittee, selecting a platform speaker, 
induced a chain of events that culmi- 
nated before a TV audience long later. 





Several congregations have wanted 
to know if they must postpone the 
Every Family subscription plan until 
they have the full amount in cash to 
remit: $2 per family for all families. 
The Journal is certainly not going to 
insist on hard cash when everything 
else can be bought on credit. Any 
reasonable payment arrangement will 
get your Every Family Plan under way 
immediately! 





Three young people from the First 
Church, Dunn, N. C., have claimed the 
Journal award of a beautiful King 
James Bible for reciting the Shorter 
Catechism: Jack Poole Byrd, Eliza- 
beth Neil West, Anna Marie Rayford. 
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A LITTLE-KNOWN WORK 


MIAMI, Fla. — Christmas came on 
time to a new and little publicized 
group of people who have been added 
to the missionary concern of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S.: the refugees 
and needy Latin American people in- 
creasingly concentrated in the Miami 
area. 


Sponsored by the Church Extension 
Committee of the Everglades Presby- 
tery, a mission has centered its opera- 
tion in the St. John’s church of Miami 
during the past year and a half. With- 
in the greater Miami area there are 
some 125,000 Latin Americans, of 
whom more than 30,000 are Cuban 
refugees. To these the Presbyterian 
Church is seeking to minister. 


The refugees come from Cuba with 
no more than the clothes on their 
backs and no money in their pockets. 
Presbyterians have risen to the chal- 
lenge with food, clothing, shelter and 
even toys for the children. 


The Latin American Mission con- 
ducts services on Sunday morning and 
evening, two English classes with Bible 
study and visitation by the Pastor and 
Director. Other denominations, of 
course, are also endeavoring to assist 
these people, both materially and spirit- 
ually. 


While such programs win friends, 
the chief hope of all participating 
is that hearts will be more widely 
opened to the saving Gospel. Even 
if only the seed is sown among these 
people in their hour of need, when 
they return to their own country they 
may be more receptive to the mission- 
ary work there. 


—tEar! S. Mizell, Supt. 


Methodist Bishop Hits Super-Church Plan 


Bluford Hestir Named 
New TRAV Executive 


‘ 


BLUFORD HESTIR 

ATLANTA, Ga. — Bluford B. Hes- 
tir, secretary of publicity for the Gen- 
eral Council since 1953, will become 
the first full-time executive secretary 
of the General Assembly’s Permanent 
Committee on Television, Radio and 
Audio-Visuals (TRAV) June 1. His 
election was announced by Dr. Thomas 
W. Currie of Houston, Texas, TRAV 
chairman. 


Dr. Ernest J. Arnold, who has been 
serving as secretary of the agency 
since its creation in 1958, will now 
devote his full time to the presidency 
of the Protestant Radio and Television 
Center here. 


Mr. Hestir, the first layman to 
head the denomination’s work in elec- 
tronic mass communications, was a 
member of the General Assembly’s Ad 
Interim Committee on Mass Communi- 
cations which brought TRAV into ex- 


(Cont. on p. 4, col. 2) 
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OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. (RNS)— 
A strong stand favoring denomination- 
alism instead of merger wes expressed 
here by Bishop W. Angie Smith of 
the Oklahoma-New Mexico Area of 
the Methodist Church. 


Writing in the “Oklahoma-New Mex- 
ico Methodist,” official monthly pub- 
lication of the area, Bishop Smith de- 
clared: “I am radically opposed to 
the false statements which are made 
by some overly enthusiastic peopl 
who state that because we are divided 
into denominations, it is a sin. I do 
not accept that, and no one has a right 
to make that kind of statement,” he 
stressed. 


“The fact of the business is I be- 
lieve that because we do have separate 
denominations we have a_ stronger 
Christianity and a stronger church life 
in America than we would have if we 
were all in one institution,” wrote the 
bishop. 


“IT am proud I am a Methodist and 
make no apology to any person for 
that fact,” stated Bishop Smith. “I 
am equally certain that each minister 
of every other denomination is proud 
of his relationship or he would not 
be in the Church in which he believes.” 


The bishop’s statements were made 
in a consideration of the recent pro- 
posal by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
stated clerk of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A., calling for 
uniting four leading Protestant de- 
nominations in the United States, in- 
cluding the Methodist Church. 


Emphasizing that he spoke only for 
himself, Bishop Smith pointed out that 
the Church of South India, referred to 
by proponents of the merger plan as 
an example of successful union, does 
not include the Methodist Church. 
“The Methodist Church has no connec- 
tion officially in any way with the 
Church of South India, but it was the 
small British Methodist Church which 
became a part of the Church of South 
India,” he explained. 


“The Methodist Church was in a 
discussion stage with other churches 





for the union of the church in North 
India and Burma, but these attempts 
seemingly have fallen by the way 
because of a failure to agree on some 


very important matters,” 
tinued. 


he con- 


“I believe thoroughly in coopera- 
tion,” he stated, “but when you begin 
to talk about one Church, I am equal- 
ly as opposed to it as I am in favor of 
cooperating among the denominations 
in work which is common to each 
of us.” 





Methodist Suggests 
Return to Scripture 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (RNS)—Meth- 
odist Bishop Richard C. Raines of In- 
dianapolis called on members of the 
denomination to “recover the radiant 
New Testament faith and experience 
ahat Jesus Christ Is Lord.” 


“We need spiritual renewal,’”’ Bishop 
Raines told the Church’s 91-member 
Board of Education at its annual meet- 
ing here. “We have lost our drive 
and our sense of mission. Methodism, 
indeed, Christianity, is sick.” 


The “road to renewal” he said, “re- 
quires a return to Scripture, for 
earnest study; recovery of a sense of 
mission; receiving the gift of the Holy 
Spirit; discipline of holy habits; wit- 
ness (evangelism) ; and moral and ethi- 
cal integrity.” 





Dean Says Distinction 
Of ‘Saved-Unsaved’ Bad 


ST. PAUL, Minn. (RNS) — The 
admonition to love God with all one’s 
mind is the commandment most often 
broken in American Christianity, ac- 
cording to the dean of the University 
of Chicago Divinity School. 


Partly to blame for this anti-intel- 
lectual feeling in church life is re- 
vivalism, Dr. Jerald C. Brauer told a 
convocation of 700 pastors at Luther 
Theological Seminary here. 


Revivalism, he charged, “has a long 
history in America of attempting to 
slough over many of the basic issues 
within the Christian faith.” 


It has over-simplified the Christian 
faith. It also has over-emphasized the 
“saved” as over against the “unsaved,” 
he said. 

s - * ¥ - 


(Editor’s Note: Would 
prefer that none be saved?) 


the dean 
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Council To Direct 
‘Economic Education’ 


(Note: The following is copied just 
as it came from NCC headquarters). 


NEW YORK, N. Y. — Four vital 
areas of the nation’s economic situa- 
tion will be studied in thousands of 
Protestant churches across the country 
in 1961. Highlighted during Church 
and Economic Life Week, Jan. 15-21, 
they deal with maturity in industrial 
relations, sharing the “peaceful” atom, 
justice for farm workers, and prepara- 
tions for the “economic impact” of 
disarmament. 


The annual observance is sponsored 
by the Department of the Church and 
Economic Life of the National Council 
of Churches. The program includes 
study groups in local churches, which 
will hear economic experts and au- 
thorities on each subject. In some 
cities, programs are organized by so- 
cial action and economic life depart- 
ments of state and local councils of 
churches. In others, local church 
men’s and women’s groups sponsor the 
studies. All will use materials pre- 
pared or recommended by the National 
Council’s Department .. . 


Study groups will consider what will 
be involved in planning, community by 
community, for whatever changeover 
from defense to non-defense spending 
and in converting our economy to 
“constructive peaceful expenditures.” 


Texts of resolutions adopted by the 
General Board of the National Coun- 
cil on each of the issues are included 
in the resource materials .. . 





New TRAV Executive 


(from p. 3) 
istence. Since creation of the perma- 
nent committee he has been its record- 
ing secretary and representative from 
the General Council. 


Rapidly expanding activities and op- 
portunities of TRAV and of the inter- 
denominational Protestant Radio and 
Television Center necessitated the 
election of a full-time TRAV execu- 
tive and the return of Dr. Arnold to 
his full-time duties at the Center, Dr. 
Currie’s announcement said. Expan- 
sion of the denominational television 
ministry is seen as one of the early 
aims of the committee. 


The denominational publicity de- 
partment will remain a part of the 
General Council when Mr. Hestir 


leaves that agency to head another 
in Atlanta’s Presbyterian Center. 


Before joining the Council in 1953 
Mr. Hestir had been in journalistic 
and educational work. He holds de- 
grees from the University of Texas. 
He is the son of a retired Presbyterian 
minister, Dr. B. B. Hestir, and Mrs. 
Hestir. The new TRAV executive and 
his family worship at Atlanta’s Morn- 
ingside church where he is a ruling 
elder. 





Court in Nashville 
Gets Exemption Case 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The city 
of Nashville has gone to court over 
the Tennessee Board of Equalization’s 
exemption from taxation of certain 
Southern Baptist properties. The city 
is protesting only those exemptions on 
property, which, it claims, is being 
used for purposes which are not ex- 
clusively religious or educational. 


The Baptist Sunday School Board, 
owner of most of the property in- 
volved, has maintained that all its ac- 
tivities are extensions of the churches 
it serves and thus exempt. The city is 
asking permission to tax a cafeteria, 
snack bar and six parking lots owned 
by the Board, along with other de- 
nominational property. 


In November the state board ruled 
that certain Methodist Publishing 
House properties could not be classi- 
fied as tax exempt. The state agency 
said an estimated half of the Meth- 
odist operations involve “the same 
business as commercial publishers.” 





Fast Growth Noted 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — The Assem- 
blies of God established 204 new 
churches in the continental U. S. dur- 
ing 1960, it was reported at the de- 
nomination’s headquarters here. This 
brings to 1,179 the number of new 
Assembly churches opened in the past 
five years, said the Rev. Gayle F. 
Lewis, executive director of the group’s 
Home Missions Department. 


(Note: U. S. Presbyterians estab- 
lished 277 new churches during the 
last five years on record.—Ed.) 





Loose your tongue when angry and 
you will make the greatest speech you 
will ever regret. 
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Into All the World Together— 


Expressing Our Oneness 


In All The World 


(A program for use during the World Missions season) 


In our first study we saw that Jesus 
Christ is the only Saviour of the world 
and, therefore, that we are to preach 
Him to all the world. 


In our second study we observed 
that during those periods of history 
when evangelical Christians have 
preached the New Testament Gospel 
with missionary fervor — such as the 
time of the early Church, of the Refor- 
mation and of modern missions 
there has been real spiritual oneness. 


The purpose of this last study is to 
show that the spiritual oneness experi- 
enced by Christians comes as a result 
of Christ living in each heart individ- 
ually. Then His love is reflected in our 
love for each other as well as in our 
love for the lost. This unity of love 
is primarily a spiritual unity rather 
than organizational. Examination will 
be made of two representative at- 
tempts to give visible expression to 
this spiritual oneness in an effort to 
help us to understand how true Chris- 
tian unity can best be expressed. 


THE NATURE OF UNITY 


The nature of basic Christian unity 
can be derived from Christ’s prayer 
for the unity of His Church, found in 
John 17: 


That they all may be one, 
Thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
Thee . . . that the world may be- 
lieve that Thou hast sent me, 
and the glory which Thou gavest 
me I have given them, that they 
may be one even as we are one 
...I1 in them... that they may 
be made perfect in one. 


Observe that the oneness for which 
Christ prays is a spiritual oneness: 
“that they may all be one, as Thou, 
Father, art in me and I in Thee, that 
they may be one in Us.” Observe 
that this oneness grows out of Christ 
Himself living in each Christian’s 


heart: “I in them... that they may 
be made perfect in one.” It is a one- 
ness that will attract the non-Chris- 
tian to the Christian fold: “. .. they 
may be one in us that the world may 
believe that Thou has sent me.” It 
is a oneness that is based on love. 
Jesus said (John 13:34-35): 


A new commandment I give unto 
you, that you love one another; 
as I have loved you, that you also 
love one another. By this shall 
all men know you are my dis- 
ciples, if you have love one to 
another. 


Certainly there must be some basic 
organizational framework underlying 
and expressing the spiritual unity of 
the Church, but as Christians love 
each other, bound together by the love 
of the indwelling Christ, this love will 
extend to the non-Christian and draw 
him into the Christian fold as no 
organizational unity can do. The fol- 
lowing story can help us see more 
clearly the superiority of unity which 
is primarily spiritual over that which 
is primarily organizational. 


Several years ago a college fresh- 
man was introduced to two inter-de- 
nominational Christian organizations 
on her campus. In the introductory 
meeting of the first of these groups 
she was told that by belonging to that 
local campus group she would be a 
part of a_ state-wide organization, 
which was a part of a national organi- 
zation, which was a part of a world- 
wide organization. Then she was 
asked, “Doesn’t it give you a nice feel- 
ing to know that by belonging to this 
group you are a part of a world-wide 
fellowship?” She was indeed impressed 
with the thought that this group was 
a part of a world-wide fellowship cut- 
ting across denominational lines, but 
somehow the emphasis seemed to be 
on organization mostly for organiza- 
tion’s sake. 
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She then visited another inter-de- 
nominational group where, instead of a 
primary emphasis upon organization 
and bigness, she found a primary em- 
phasis upon reverent Bible study and 
having a transforming personal rela- 
tionship with Jesus Christ. There was 
a warm spiritual climate in this fel- 
lowship. She began to feel a genuine 
spiritual oneness with those in her Bi- 
ble study and prayer group with whom 
she shared her spiritual experiences 
and insights. She learned to love 
them in a bond of friendship that had 
its roots in a common experience with 
Jesus Christ and a common concern 
for the evangelization of fellow-stu- 
dents and a common interest in world 
missions. There were foreign students 
from overseas included in her group 
who, when they returned home, wrote 
back the news that they had met rep- 
resentatives of a similar group among 
their countrymen attending another 
university. 


Isn’t it possible. that the college 
freshman came much closer to the liv- 
ing, organic unity for which Christ 
prayed in this second group than she 
would likely have found in the first? 
As we think back over the last study 
and remember the spiritual unity of 
the early Church as it is expressed in 
the New Testament, the common bonds 
of faith among the leaders of the 
Reformation, and the pulling together 
of evangelical Christians during the 
modern missionary period, we observe 
a oneness similar to that found by 
this college freshman, a oneness cen- 
tering in Christ and His love in them 
for each other and for those who do 
not know Him. 


ORGANIZATIONAL EXPRESSIONS 
OF UNITY 


Granted that true Christian unity 
is primarily spiritual, have there been 
any large scale attempts to give or- 
ganization to this spiritual oneness? 





As a result of the modern missionary 
movement there has been established 
a Church in virtually every country in 


the world. Though the Church rep- 
resents only a small part of the popu- 
lation on the mission field, still she is 
today a world-wide fellowship. There 
have been several major efforts in 
the 19th and 20th centuries to give 
visible expression on a_ world-wide 
basis to the spiritual unity for which 
Christ prayed in the 17th chapter of 
John — among them the Evangelical 
Alliance in the 19th century and the 
National and World Councils of 
Churches in the 20th century. 


In the 19th century, as a result of 
the unity found in the foreign mission 
societies and the Bible societies, a 
unity which cut across denominational 
lines, it was thought by many to be 
desirable to express to the world in a 
positive, constructive way visible evi- 
dence of the answer to Christ’s prayer 
for oneness. Thus the Evangelical Al- 
liance was born. The Alliance was 
distinctly a fellowship of evangelical 
Christians. Found in its basis of fel- 
lowship were such articles as “The 
divine inspiration, authority and suf- 
ficiency of the Holy Scriptures... 
the incarnation of the Son of God, 
His work of atonement for sinners 
and mankind.” 


The Evangelical Alliance became a 
world-wide organization with fellow- 
ships among evangelical Christians of 
various denominations in almost every 
country. Its primary aim was: “to 
give expression to the substantial unity 
existing between evangelical bodies 
and to cultivate brotherly love.’”’ The 
Alliance was rooted in prayer (there 
was a Week of Prayer each year) and 
bore witness to the sacred truths of 
New Testament Christianity (national 
and world conferences were held an- 
nually for many years). It expressed 
deep interest and concern for fellow- 
Christians who were suffering for their 
faith. Hastings’ ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
RELIGION AND ETHICS says: 


The Alliance is a voluntary asso- 
ciation not intended to create a 
new ecclesiastical organization. It 
is a union of Christian individuals, 
not a union of churches. It claims 
no legislative or disciplining au- 
thority and disavows all thought 
of interfering with the loyalty of 
members to their respective de- 
nominations. 


The motto of the Alliance was “We 
are one body in Christ.” It was the 
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main expression of unity among Prot- 
estant Christians during the 19th cen- 
tury. Leading Christian scholars and 
churchmen from all over the world 
were active in it. The influence of 
the Alliance can be traced in the for- 
mation of the Pan-Presbyterian A\l- 
liance and similar alliances in other 
denominational families. Its influence 
can also be traced to the founding of 
the Federal Council of Churches in the 
United States in the 20th century. 
Throughout the life of its influence, 
the Evangelical Alliance served as an 
excellent example of the spiritual one- 
ness for which Christ prayed. A fel- 
lowship rooted in Christ’s love in each 
heart for each other and for the lost, 
it was primarily a spiritual unity. 


MODERN QUESTS FOR UNITY 


The Federal Council of Churches 
(est. 1905), called the National Coun- 
cil of Churches since 1950, and its 
counterpart on a global level, the 
World Council of Churches (est. 1948) 
have been the major organs of coopera- 
tion and unity among Protestant Chris- 
tians in the 20th century. In the 
earliest days evangelical Christians 
contributed leadership. Gradually, 
however, evangelical Christians died 
out or withdrew so that today while 
the evangelical voice can be heard 
here and there in the assemblies of 
the National and World Councils it 
hardly seems to be the dominant voice. 


Much valuable work has been done 
by the various agencies of the National 
and World Councils of Churches, espe- 
cially in the fields of Inter-Church Aid, 
Overseas Relief and Aid to Displaced 
Persons. An amazing number of pro- 
nouncements have been made upon the 
social issues of the day seeking to 
“speak the mind of Christ” on al) 
aspects of the life of society ranging 
from American foreign policy to birth 
control. One wonders, however, if the 
spiritual fellowship of the 19th century 
Alliance has not been lost. It does 
seem that there has been gross negli- 
gence on the part of the Councils on 
speaking to the deeper spiritual needs 
of the human heart, after the manner 
of a truly spiritual fellowship. 


(Recent issues of the PRESBY- 
TERIAN JOURNAL — Jan. 4 and 
Jan. 11 — have explored some of the 


ways the modern “ecumenical” move- 
ment, as it is called, seems to be sub- 
stituting other concerns for the pri- 
mary mission of the Church within 
the frame of a new concept of the 
Nature of the Church.) 
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What bothers most people is not 
an inability to distinguish between 
right and wrong, or to identify the 
proper concerns, but how to 
find the power to live up to what they 
already know is right and express in 
practice love towards God and fel- 
lowmen. Christians need to pull to- 
gether, but it seems that above all 
else they need help in finding that 
divine love which enables them to live 
as Christians and which produces the 
cement of true Christian unity. There 
are so many people who are desperate- 
ly lonely, who have no purpose in 
life, no reason for living, whose inner 
lives are dry and empty, and for 
whom daily life is drudgery. Many 
are constantly defeated in temptation, 
and many are still deeply concerned 
with how they can find forgiveness 
of sins, become right with their Maker 
and be assured of eternal life. 


social 


The answers to these problems, as we 
saw in the first study, are found in 
the person of Jesus Christ within the 
framework of the traditional Christian 
faith. A _ visible organization that 
seeks to express the spiritual unity 
for which Christ prayed should be con- 
cerned about the deeper spiritual needs 
of people which only the indwelling 
Spirit can fill. Surely there should be 
less emphasis on unity centering in or- 
ganization, bigness and social program- 
ming and unity for unity’s sake; and 
more of concern for what Christ can do 
in the human heart. These necessary 
concerns — we are persuaded — can 
be implemented and are being imple- 
mented in lesser known cooperative or- 
ganizations. 


Even more basically we need to 
make central again the chief tasks of 
the Church — preaching Christ to a 
lost world. Though the Church exists 
in every part of the world, there is 
much to be done — many towns and 
villages yet unevangelized. There are 
multitudes who have yet to hear the 
Gospel for the first time. As we re- 
turn to this task we will find again 
the unity for which Christ prayed — 
a unity centering in Christ’s love in us 
for each other and for the lost, a 
unity found in a large measure in 
previous generations of missionary ex- 


pansion. For this unity we should 
pray. 

- - a ~ a 
Discussion 


In what ways do you agree or dis- 
agree with the author’s evaluation of 
(Cont. on p. 16, col. 3) 
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Designed In The 
Reformed Tradition 


(From time to time the JOURNAL 
has published suggestive new designs 
in which Reformed theology has been 
translated into appropriate architec- 
tural forms. Below is the chancel of 
the Presbyterian Church of Thorn- 
hill, Ontario, Canada. The Rev. Cal- 
vin H. Chambers, who was pastor at 
the time the photograph was secured, 
has prepared the descriptive sketch 
below. Mr. Chambers is now in New 
Westminster, B.C.) 


*. * * * * 


The design of the church was pre- 
pared by Mr. Bazil Hall of Hamilton, 


an outstanding Christian layman in the 
Presbyterian Church. In designing 
this building we wanted to place it 
harmoniously within a modern setting 
without losing the heritage of theology 
and worship associated with the Re- 
formed tradition. 


The curved wall in the back of the 
chancel, some 28 ft. high, is an acousti- 
cal device. It not only projects the 
sound but helps magnify it so that 
the choir of some eighteen voices 
sounds like thirty. The little cubicles 


on the wall of the chancel have no 
meaning other than to permit colored 
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light to flood the area adding to eye 
appeal. 


The chancel was designed with sev- 


eral objectives in view. We wanted 
some “movement” and, especially, we 
wanted to preserve the central pulpit 
emphasizing the centrality of the Word 
of God and of preaching. We wanted 
the communion table forward, not 
away from the people. 


We placed the reading desk to one 
side, and the choir facing the congre- 
gation in a kind of semi-circle. This 
arrangement permits the members of 
the choir to turn to one side and lis- 
ten to the minister. The organ is in 
a sunken pit just in front of the pulpit. 


We feel that this chancel should help 
Reformed churches to see that a cen- 
ter pulpit is still possible in an at- 
tractive design. Some have asked if 
the pulpit is not too far from the con- 
gregation. Not at all. It is raised 
from the floor by two steps, yet the 
minister has no sense of being sepa- 
rated from the people. In fact there 
seems to be a distinct advantage in 
not having the side arrangement which 
often places occupants of the front 
pews under the nose of the minister, 
too close to be noticed. 





The Bane of Liturgy 


The divided chancel is not a true 
symbol of Protestant Christianity. 
It strikes at the root of the rela- 
tion of sacrament and sermon. To 
be a Protestant means to be a pro- 
claimer of one’s faith. The Prot- 
estant is essentially a preacher; he 
is an evangelical, seeking to convert 
and to confirm. Now to be sure, 
we may preach by symbol as well 
as by voice, but the preached word 
must never be minimized. And that 
is just what the divided chancel 
does. It pushes the pulpit to one 
side and sets the Communion table 
in the center with its symbolic re- 
minder of the death of Christ. This 
inevitably leads to sacramentalism. 
The true Protestant symbolism is 
a unified chancel, where the pulpit 
stands in the center with the Com- 
munion table also in the center and 
in front of it, so that the preached 
word comes out over the symbol of 
the Word that has been offered up. 


—Julian Price Love, in 
Monday Morning. 














The King James Version— 





350 Years Old 


(Editor’s note: The King James 
Version of the Bible is 350 years old 
in 1961. This spring, Oxford Univer- 
sity Press will publish THE ENGLISH 
BIBLE: A HISTORY OF TRANSLA- 
TIONS FROM THE EARLIEST ENG- 
LISH VERSIONS TO THE NEW 
ENGLISH BIBLE, by F. F. Bruce, 
noted Biblical scholar of the Univer- 
sity of Manchester. One of its chap- 
ters relates the story of the KJV, and 
the following material is taken from 
that portion of the book, which is copy- 
righted by the author.) 





Not much came of the Hampton 
Court Conference of churchmen and 
theologians except one _ resolution: 
“That a translation be made of the 
whole Bible, as consonant as can be 
to the original Hebrew and Greek; and 
this to be set out and printed, with- 
out any marginal notes, and only to 
be used in all Churches of England 
in time of divine service.” 


The framers of that resolution had 
been called together in 1604 by Eng- 
land’s King James I shortly after he 
succeeded Elizabeth on the throne. 
He had summoned them “for the hear- 
ing, and for the determining, things 
pretended to be amiss in the Church.” 


That one important resolution is 
credited to Dr. John Reynolds, presi- 
dent of Corpus Christi College, Ox- 
ford, a leader of the Puritan side in 
the Church of England, and one of 
the greatest scholars of the day. James 
seized eagerly upon the proposal, but 
others were not so enthusiastic. One 
of the objectors was Richard Ban- 
croft, bishop of London and later the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 


It was Bancroft who urged that if 
a new translation were to be under- 
taken it should appear without notes. 
James cordially agreed, and in his 
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agreement there is a clue to his dis- 
like for the then-popular Geneva 
(1599) Bible. He said some of the 
Geneva notes were “very partial, un- 
true, seditious and savouring too much 
of dangerous and traitorous conceits.” 
He mentioned two having to do with 
civil authority. 


There was general agreement that 
the stipulation to leave out the notes 
was a praiseworthy one. Notes in the 
Geneva Bible had made it unacceptable 
to many leaders of Church and State, 
but it was a “people’s” Bible. The 
rival Bishops’ (1568) Bible was not 
popular with the people. The new 
translation would be used both as a 
Church Bible and by the people. 


King James took a leading part in 
organizing the work of translation and 
in providing the rules for the scholars. 
Six panels of translators (made up of 
47 of England’s leading Biblical schol- 
ars) had the work divided up among 
them. He paid them very little, but 
those who did not have regular posi- 
tions were later rewarded when there 
were vacancies that they could fill. 


The Old Testament was entrusted 
to three panels, the New Testament 
to two and the Apocrypha to one. 
When the panels had completed their 
task, the draft translation of the Bi- 
ble was reviewed by a smaller group 
of 12 men, two from each panel, and 
then the work was sent to the printer. 


Among the rules guiding the trans- 
lators were these: names of Biblical 
characters were to correspond as close- 
ly as possible to the forms in common 
use; old ecclesiastical words were to 
be kept (“church” and not “congrega- 
tion,” for example) ; the only marginal 
notes allowed were to draw attention 
to parallel passages or to explain He- 
brew and Greek words; and existing 
chapter and verse divisions were to be 
retained. 


The translators evidently worked 
with a proper sense of responsibility; 
it was no light thing in their eyes to 
handle the Sacred Scriptures as trans- 
lators must. They also felt, however, 
that the reader must have an equal 
sense of responsibility. In their pre- 
face (a section called “The Translators 
to the Readers” which seldom appears 
in modern printings) they wrote: 


“Tt is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God; but a blessed 
thing it is, and will bring us to ever- 
lasting blessedness in the end, when 
God speaketh unto us, to hearken; 
when He setteth His Word before us, 
to read it; when He stretcheth out His 
hand and calleth, to answer, Here am 
I, here we are to do Thy will, O God. 
The Lord work a care and conscience 
in us to know Him and serve Him 
that we may be acknowledged of Him 
at the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to whom with the Holy Ghost 


be all praises and _ thanksgiving. 
Amen.” 


The version was printed in 1611 
and soon became known as the “Au- 
thorized Version.” It was never for- 
mally authorized by any competent 
body either in Church or state, how- 
ever. “His Majesty’s special command- 
ment” did, of course, confer very con- 
siderable authority on the new version 
from the beginning, and the words, 
“appointed to be read in churches,” 
indicated the intention that the new 
Bible would supercede previous ones 
in public worship services. 


Critics were to be found on all 
sides after the initial publications, but 
the fiery outburst did no harm to the 
new version. Three editions appeared 
in quick succession in 1611. 


A few attempts were made later in 
the seventeenth century to revise the 
version to produce a fresh translation, 

(Cont. on p. 19, col. 1) 
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the SPIRIT 
ofa 
STORE ... 


The quotation “‘no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 
Belk-Simpson’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 


| 


SOUTH CAROLINA 





Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, 8. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
ay — 8. C. 

. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The 1 Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 
B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, 8S. C. 
J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


wee ae agg | & 
Darlington, S. 
J. H. Lyles, hapten. 


Belk’s |<) Store 
Laurens, S. 
ri Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 
J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
toys ge Co. 
Beaufort, 8. 
L. A. va kg Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 
E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson _ 
Woodruff, 8. C 
F. B. Hagins, Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 
Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
age | 8. C. 

. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Bol Gingecn Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
Ww. C. "ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
} ag oe oe n A on 

t. Ster' 
Willoughby ps A Mgr.-Prop. 


Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


ay 
oe 
. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
wey Mo. 
. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 





PAGE 9 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / FEBRUARY 1, 














EDIJOHIALS 


Back to (Some of) the Bible 


A hopeful new emphasis on the Bi- 
ble is making its appearance in mod- 
ern, radical theology. Reading a re- 
cent copy of one of the journals of 
theological interpretation we were 
pleased to notice not one but two ar- 
ticles on the same theme: “Back to 
the Bible!”’ Said one author: 


An increasing number of ministers 
and theologians recognize they must 
reach common understanding regarding 
the Bible’s authority before they can 
discuss profitably other issues (the 
sacraments, orders, the 
Christian hope.) This is an encourag- 
It indicates that the crisis 
of our time has taught them like Chris- 
tians in earlier periods that the Church 
remains divided and ineffectual as 
long as it is unsure about the historical 
grounding and sanction of its message. 


ministerial 


Protestant leaders today are being driv- 
en back to the Scriptures in much the 
same way the sixteenth-century Re- 
formers were. One should not be sur- 
prised, then, that they are looking to 
Luther and Calvin for guidance .. . 


Said another 
journal: 


author in this same 


The Bible is the Book of the com- 
munity of faith. It is the charter of 
the preacher. Apart from the Scrip- 
tures, proclamation (preaching) has 
little meaning or value. This may ac- 
count for the weakness of much of 
the preaching done today. The Scrip- 
ture Lesson is hurried through in order 
to get to a sermon which bears little 
sign of rootage in the Gospel or evi- 
dence of knowledge of what the Bib- 
lical faith is about. Such preaching is 
like a cut flower which, having lost 
its connection with its source of life, 
soon withers and dies . . . Preaching 
generally seems to suffer today not 
so much from ineptness of presenta- 
tion, dullness, or mediocrity, as it suf- 
fers from the lack of the Gospel. 
When it ceases to be the Gospel, it 
loses its proper content and no longer 
reveals the mighty acts of the Holy 
God on behalf of man’s salvation. 


Thrilling words! But these the- 
ologians who once wandered in the 


wilderness and who now want to come 
back don’t want to come all the way 
home. They can see that the Bible is 
necessary to faith, but they don’t 
mean to take the Bible as the Word 
of God. 


The popular theory today is that 
the Bible must be understood as a 
record (a story) of events that hap- 
pened. The events constitute God’s 
revelation. The things that happened 
were God’s doing. But the story of 
those events was told by ordinary men 
and the story bears all of the possibili- 
ties of error that any story bears 
which is told by ordinary men. Thus 
(says one of these authors) the fact 
that God spoke to Abraham is a state- 
ment of fact. This was an event 
which occurred and which has been 
reported in the story about it. But 
we may not have the propositional 
truths which God uttered when He 
snoke to Abraham at all. (Of course 
one wonders how one can accept as 
true the report that God spoke if one 
cannot accept as true the same report 
telling what God said). 


Wrote this author: 


The Bible . . . is a record and a 
history . .. It is not the fixed and 
finished record which Biblical liter- 
alists would maintain . . It is not 
the textbook of a fixed doctrine. The 
Word of God is in the Bible as the soul 
inhabits the body . . . Finally it needs 
to be asked how the Gospel is in the 
Bible and in proclamation (preaching). 
Biblical literalism will not answer this 
problem in a satisfactory way . 
Much remains to be done in stating 
the problem, clarifying and interpret- 
ing the issues. 


What we suspect the brother meant 
to say was: “I have come a long way, 
but I’ve still got a long way to go!” 


He has. And he does. 





Required Reading 


We have before us a letter from a 
mother who is concerned and confused 
because of the books being given her 





son to read by his English teacher. 
He is a junior in Senior High. 


Among these are two of John Stein- 
beck’s most popular novels and the 
books of Sinclair Lewis. While books 
emphasizing the seamier side of Amer- 
ican life, along with some which por- 
tray the crude and evil, are stressed 
for their “literary value,” the Bible 
is barred from these same schools be- 
cause of its sectarian slant. 


One can appreciate the desire of 
conscientious teachers to present the 
best in secular literature, but with 
such a desire there should also be a 
mature discrimination which would 
protect immature minds from develop- 
ing a distorted concept of either so- 
cial or moral issues. 


We have had much sympathy with 
those who have sought to preserve 
our public school system at all cost. 
But our public schools must be worthy 
of preservation. If they are to be- 
come secularized to the extent that 
“religion” (even the daily reading of 
the Ten Commandments — a part of 
our Judeo-Christian heritage) is to be 
completely banished from the class 
rooms then they no longer represent 
our American tradition, nor do they 
fulfill the desires of the majority of 
parents. 


Christian parents have, at very least, 
the right to insist that if religion is 
barred from the class rooms then ir- 
religion must also be barred. 

—L. N. B. 





Trends of the Times 


The United Lutheran Church in 
America has issued a document calling 
on the major powers of the world to 
outlaw all kinds of nuclear weapons 
testing, and urging peaceful coopera- 
tion and competitive co-existence with 
the Communist world. 


One of the chief architects of the 
resolution was Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, 
an official of the World Council of 
Churches whose name was mentioned 
promimently, this past summer, in con- 
nection with a resolution passed by the 
Central Committee of the WCC urg- 
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ing the recognition of Red China, a 
move Dr. Nolde has passionately en- 
dorsed. 


We think the RNS news story of 
the Lutheran action speaks volumes. 
After introducing the Rev. William B. 
Downey of Milwaukee, Wis., the story 
goes on to say: 


Mr. Downey, who was chaplain 
to the crew of the Enola Gay, 
the aircraft used to drop the first 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima in 
1945, centered his opposition to 
the original draft on a section 
which called upon the govern- 
ments of the United States and 
Canada to engage “in such forms 
of peaceful cooperation and com- 
petitive co-existence with the 
Communist world as will not fur- 
ther the totalitarian concept of 
control.” 


“What does the statement say 
with regard to the defeat of Com- 
munist ideology?” Mr. Downey 
asked in an impassioned address. 
“What word is there concerning 
the rollback of the forces of So- 
vietism? What does it say about 
the liberation of our own brethren 
of the household of faith who are 
now enslaved? Can we cooperate 
with Communist treachery?” 


“T will never recognize for my- 
self a status quo based on the 
blood of millions,” he said. “The 
cries of slaves haunt my soul, the 
lives of men who fought and died 
from Tarawa to Okinawa, from 
Anzio to the Bulge haunt my 
sleep.” 


Mr. Downey’s initial remarks 
were greeted with enthusiastic ap- 
plause, but after long debate his 
amendment to the part of the 
statement he found objectionable 
was defeated by the delegates. He 
had sought a stronger, more mil- 
itant stand against Communism. 


It’s hard to beat the Machine! 





A church without good elders is like 
a flock without a shepherd. 











cy A Layman And His Church 





Dr. L. Nelson Bell 





‘BE THERE FEW’ 


Sowing the seed of the Gospel should 
be done with confidence, enthusiasm 
and faith, for it is in obedience to 
our Lord’s command and will be 
blessed by His Holy Spirit according 
to His will. 


As in all phases of Christian en- 
deavor there are rules to observe, pit- 
falls to be avoided and results to be 
expected. 


The rule on which everything de- 
pends is that the seed sown shall be 
the Gospel and not a man-devised phil- 
osophy. Only by sticking faithful to 
the Scripture-based message can one 
hope to succeed. It is not strange that 
Satan should attempt to subvert the 


Gospel by plausible counterfeits. Nor 
is it to be wondered at that such 


counterfeits appear wherever the di- 
vine revelation is rejected in favor 
of human concepts. 


Not only is the message itself coun- 
terfeited but the objective of wit- 
nessing can also be obscured or divert- 
ed. One of the major diversions is 
the unending attempt to define the 
Christian task as that of disinfecting 
the swine of the “Far Country,” white- 
washing the pigs and making the 
Prodigal comfortable and content in 
a place from which he needs to flee 
back to his Father. 


There is nothing wrong with trying 
to make the world a better place in 
which men may live. The tragic mis- 
take too often made is the attempt to 
bring into being a new social order 
without bringing into being new crea- 
tures in Christ. 


And this goes back again to the na- 
ture and content of the message itself. 
“For all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God” is a basic premise 
which may be ignored or minimized 
but only to the eternal loss of some 
lulled into the sleep of death by a 
false gospel. 


“The wages of sin is death; but the 
gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord,” cannot be ef- 
fectively preached by omitting the first 
sentence and stressing the second. 
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The certain judgment of God on 
the unrepentant sinner cannot be ne- 
gated by a perversion of divine truth 
in which God is pictured as utterly 
loving and kind but not at the same 
time utterly holy and righteous. 


The fires of eternal punishment will 
never be extinguished by a denial of 
our Lord’s own affirmations in favor 
of a cleverly devised philosophy in 
which man considers himself more 
righteous than God. 


The finality of the Word of God 
can never be erased by human specula- 
tion which is based on presuppositions 
which rule out the complete integrity 
and authority of the Word in favor 
of “interpretations” which are not in- 
terpretations but denials. 


Nor can we dictate the results of 
the Christian witness. Nowhere in the 
Bible is man held responsible for the 
harvest — only that he shall faithfully 
sow the seed, continually pray for 
more harvesters, and look to the Lord 
of the harvest for the certain fruition 
in God’s own time. 


The writer recently read a thrilling 
report of the results of an evan- 
gelistic campaign of ten years ago. The 
stories of individuals whose lives were 
changed confirmed to him a number 
of convictions based on the Bible. 
God’s Word does not return to Him 
void. Furthermore, the work of the 
Spirit can never be predicted nor can 
it be measured. 


The outstanding impressions from 
this report are that faithful preaching 
produces lasting results. A majority 
of these people had been unchurched. 
Many came from godless homes. At 
the time the decision was made there 
was an overwhelming sense of the ne- 
cessity of making a decision. Few of 
them experienced any emotional im- 
pact. In many of them development 
in the Christian faith was a slow pro- 
cess, but all knew a change had taken 
place in their lives from the time of 
their public commitment. Also, all 
were aware that they had confronted 
Jesus Christ, not a human person. 


(Cont. on p. 16, col. 3) 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 12, 1961 


The Light Of The World 


Bible Material: John 7-9 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 59:20-60:3 


We open our Bibles and at the end of the third 
verse of Genesis we read, “And God said, Let there be 
light: and there was light and God divided 
the light from the darkness. And He _ called 
the light Day, and the darkness He called 
Night. And the evening and the morning were the 
first dav.” There was light in the universe — there 
was light for this earth. There was light also in the 
souls of men, for God made man in His own image, 
so that He might hold communion and _ fellowship 
with him in the garden “in the cool of the day.” 


Then came that old serpent, the devil, with his sug- 
gestion to the woman. And in came sin, as our first 
parents vielded to the temptation and ate of the for- 
bidden fruit. God had said, “In the dav thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die.” So death came, death 
to our bodies and death to our souls. Neither Satan 
nor sin could drag the sun out of the sky, but they 
succeeded in taking the sunshine from our souls. The 
hearts of men became darkened and soon “God saw 
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.”. The Flood came, but after 
the Flood men for the most part went back to their 
old sinful wav. It was onlv in the hearts of a few 
men such as those mentioned in the eleventh chapter 
of Hebrews that there was licht. These men by faith 
walked and talked with God. 


In the Old Testament we have many promises of 
a time which is vet coming when light shall come back 
and the earth shall be full of righteousness and peace 
and jov and the knowledge of the Lord. Our Devo- 
tional Reading is one of these. “Arise, shine; for thy 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon 
thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, 
and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise 
upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee. 
And the Gentiles (nations) shall come to thy light, 
and kings to the brightness of thy rising.” This proph- 
ecy refers of course to Christ and has already been 
partly fulfilled. 


Turning to the first chapter of the Gospel we are 
studving we read: “In Him was life: and the life was 
the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; 
and the darkness comprehended it not.” John came 
to bear witness of the light. There were many who 
refused the Light. Thev loved darkness rather than 
light because their deeds were evil. They received 
Him not. But “as many as received Him, to them gave 
He power to become the sons of God, even to them 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


that believe on His Name: which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God.” When the Light shines into our 
hearts we are “born again.” The god of this world has 
blinded the minds of those that believe not, lest the 
light of the Gospel of Christ should shine into them. 


Let us be sure that we open our minds and hearts to 
the Light. 


I. Chapter 7. 


Our Bible material includes chapters 7 and 8 and 
we will notice a few verses in these chapters. Jesus’ 
ministry in Judea was sad and disappointing, for the 
Jews sought to kill Him. “Then they sought to take 
Him: but no man laid hands on Him, because His 
hour was not yet come.” The death of Jesus was volun- 
tary. Speaking of His life He said: ‘No man taketh 
it from Me; I have power to lay it down and I have 
power to take it again.” When they tried to kill Him 
at Nazareth He passed through their midst. Neither 
the Jewish leaders nor Roman authorities could touch 
Him until His hour was come. 


Even at the very last He could have prayed the Father 
and legions of angels would have come to His rescue. 
In chapter 18 of John’s Gospel, verses 5 and 6 we read, 
“Jesus saith unto them, I am He. As soon as He had 
said unto them, I am He, they went backward, and 
fell to the ground.” He gave Himself into their hands 
and voluntarily went to Calvary and the cross. It was 
a vital part of the plan of redemption. It would bring 
glory both to the Father and to the Son. His being 
lifted up on the cross would draw men to eternal sal- 
vation: “TI, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto Me. This He said, signifying what death 
he should die” (John 12:32,33). 


Verse 37: “If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, 
and drink.” Is our soul thirsty? Do we want forgive- 
ness and peace and joy and all the blessings of salva- 
tion? Do we hunger and thirst after righteousness? 
I am afraid there is little of this real thirsting on the 
part of most people. They long for the things of the 
world rather than the things of the Spirit. How many 
of us can say with David, “As the hart panteth after 
the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O 
God.” May the Holy Spirit make us thirsty! If we 
thirst then Jesus bids us, Come: “Come and drink . . 
Whosoever will let him take of the water of life freely.” 
May God make us thirsty: may He help us to come! 


Verse 43 says, “So there was a division among the 
people because of Him.” Some believed, some did not. 
He was to be “for the fall and rising again of many 
in Israel,” as Simon said when he took the Babe up in 
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his arms (Luke 2:34). Wherever the Gospel is preached 
there comes a division among the people. Some be- 
lieve and are saved; some go on in unbelief. The 
Gospel is a “savor of life unto life, and of death unto 
death.” It is sad, but true. The power of unbelief is 
very great. It was in Jesus’ day; it still is. 


Verse 45 and 46: “Then came the officers to the 
chief priests and Pharisees; and they said unto them, 
Why have ye not brought Him? The officers answered, 
Never man spake like this Man.” ‘The Pharisees and 
chief priests had sent these officers to take Him but 
they could not (verse 32). 


There was something unique and powerful about 
the way Jesus spoke. He spoke with authority. The 


| wonderful words which came from His lips were full 
| of love and grace and truth. Envy and unbelief had 


blinded the eyes of the chief priests and Pharisees and 
had hardened their hearts, but it seems that these sol- 
diers could see and appreciate the words of Jesus. 


Il. Chapter 8. 


In verse 12 of this chapter we have Jesus saying: “I 
am the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” 
All that the sun means to this physical world, and 
more, Jesus means to our spiritual world. He came to 
reveal God to men, to bring life to souls dead in tres- 
passes and sins, to bring peace and joy to all who 
mourn, to give power and victory. It would be the 
height of folly for a mere man to make such a stu- 
pendous claim as Jesus makes here. Imagine even as 
great a man as Moses saying, “I am the light of the 
world”! John the Baptist was one of the world’s great- 
est men, but we are told in the first chapter of John’s 
Gospel that John was not that Light, but came to 
bear witness of the Light. No! Only a greater than 
man, the Eternal Son of God, could have made such a 
claim. This is true of all these “I am’s” of the Gospel 
of John. 


In verses 32-36 we have Jesus saying, “And ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” 
“Whosoever committeth sin is the servant (slave) of 
sin”; “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed.” We talk a great deal about 
liberty and freedom, but mankind as a whole is under 
the terrible bondage of sin and Satan. Lives are made 
bitter, like the lives of the Israelites in Egypt. 


The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ. He alone can make 
man free: “Thou shalt call His Name Jesus, for He 
shall save His people from their sins.” He saves from 
the Penalty of sin, from the Pollution of sin, from the 
Power and Dominion of sin: “If the Son shall make 
you free, ye shall be free indeed.” Have you sur- 
rendered to Him, that you may be free indeed? 


The controversy continued until (verse 58) Jesus said 
to them, “Before Abraham was, Iam... Then took 
they up stones to cast at Him: but Jesus hid Himself, 
and went out of the temple, going through the midst 
of them, and so passed by.” ‘To understand fully this 
“And 
Behold, when I come unto the 
and shall say unto them, The God 


claim of Jesus, let us turn to Exodus 3:13, 14: 
Moses said unto God, 
children of Israel, 


PAGE 13 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / FEBRUARY 1, 


of your fathers hath sent me unto you: 
say to me, what is His name? what shall I say unto 
them? And God said unto Moses, 1 AM THAT I AM: 
and He said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of 
Israel, 1 AM hath sent me unto you.” Jesus is claiming 
the Name of God as His Name, and puts Himself on 
an equality with God, for He is God manifest in the 
flesh, equal in power and glory with the Father. 


Ill. 


The healing of the man blind from his birth. This 
is a good illustration of Jesus as the Light of the world. 
In this chapter we see two opposite things take place. 
First, we see a blind beggar having his eyes opened and 
becoming a believer in the Son of God: he had both 
physical and spiritual eyesight given to him. Then 
we see the Jews becoming more blind all the time in 
the unbelief which had taken possession of them. No 
one is so blind as the man who will not see. In his 
testimony of the Lord Jesus the man who had been 
blind “stuck to his guns.” They finally cast him out. 
Jesus found him and said to him, “Dost thou believe 
on the Son of God? ... Who is He, Lord, that I might 
believe on Him? . . . Thou hast both seen Him, and 
it is He that talketh with thee. And he said, Lord, I 
believe. And he worshipped Him.” Jesus said, “For 
judgment I am come into this world.” 


and they shall 


Chapter 9. 
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McGUFFEY’S READERS 
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have been completed and you can now purchase exact 
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REVELATION TWENTY 


By J. Marcetius Kix 





A Reformed Church minister presents a careful and schol- 
arly treatment of the Millenium, agreeing with the teach- 
ings of Augustine. 


For 30 days this book will be offered as a bonus 
with NEW subscriptions to the JOURNAL at $3. | 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR FEBRUARY 12, 1961 





Wages Or A Gift ? 


Scripture—Romans 6 

Suggested Hymns— 
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 
“Tesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” 
“There Is A Green Hill Far Away” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Would 
you rather work hard for meager wages or receive a 
million dollars (as the popular TV program has it) 
as a free gift? How do you think most people would 
respond to this question? Most people would undoubt- 
edly say that the possibility of being given a million 
dollars is too good to be true, but that if it were a 
genuine proposition, they would surely accept the free 
gift. The normal response seems so obvious that it 
is almost ridiculous to talk about it, but in matters 
of the spirit it is not so obvious. In the spiritual realm 
people are not always willing to receive a priceless gift 
in preference to wages of questionable worth. That 
is whv Paul in Romans 6:23 contrasts the wages of sin 
and the gift of God. The fact that many people would 
rather receive sin’s wages than God’s gift explains why 
more than nineteen centuries have passed since the com- 
ing of Christ and still the world is not converted 
to Him. How can we explain this foolishness on the 


part of men who refuse the gift of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 


FIRST SPEAKER: One explanation is that of human 
greed. There are many people who want both the 
temporary pleasures which sin offers and the eternal 
life which God gives through Christ. Thev are so 
greedy that they ignore the clear warning of God that 
having both is impossible. Perhaps they think that 
God will wait for them to waste their lives in the serv- 
ice of sin. They are sure that when they have drained 
the last drop of pleasure from the cup of worldliness 
they can fall back on God’s mercy and find the blessed- 
ness which is promised to those who believe. They are 
certain it will never be too late for them to seek and 
find God, but they are mistaken. 


The greedy, sensual person has forgotten that he is 
not the master of sin but rather its servant. All through 
the sixth chapter of Romans sinners are spoken of as 
being the servants of sin. Whenever a person yields 
his life to sin in order to have its pleasures, he is sub- 
mitting to the terms of sin. He agrees to accept the 
wages that sin pays to its servants, and the wages of 
sin are spiritual death. The one who gives his life 
to the service of sin is apt to forget that sin always pays 
off. (Read Gal. 6:7,8). The one who serves sin to the 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


end of life cannot escape the pay-day and the terrible 
wages that will be paid. 


The person who submits to his own greed also ig- 
nores the eternally true words of Jesus who said, “Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon.” It is not so much 
a matter of God’s refusing to accept divided loyalty, 
although that surely plavs a part, as it is a matter of 
utter impossibility that we should be able to divide 
our loyalty. (Read Matt. 6:24). We just cannot hold 
out our hands in faith to receive the free gift of God 
and at the same time be working in the service of 
sin. We may think we can do both, but if we do, we 
are fooling ourselves. Any rational person will readily 
admit that the gift of God is infinitely more valuable 
than the wages of sin. Do we all understand that the 
wages and the gift are mutually exclusive? Are we 
ready with singleness of heart to reach out in faith 
for the gift? 


SECOND SPEAKER: There is another tvpe of per- 
son who accepts wages rather than the gift. He is 
just as misguided (perhaps more so) as the greedy 
person. He is the individual who professes spiritual in- 
dependence. He insists he is not going to be obliged 
to anvone for anvthing. He even declares himself to 
be independent of God. He usually respects morality 
and goodness and wants to be good himself. He ad- 
mits he is a sinner (but not a very bad one... not as 
bad as a lot of church members), but he believes he 
can conquer the power of sin by his own efforts. He 
sets out to establish his own spiritual reputation, and he 
measures goodness according to his own standards. In 
his own way and to his own satisfaction he tries to be- 
come good without any help from God. He proudly 
refuses to accept God’s gift of life, and he blindly 
thinks he will escape the wages of sin. 


The person who tries to be spiritually independent 
has committed the most deadly sin of all. Through 
his own pride he becomes guilty of the sin of unbelief. 
While claiming to be the friend of God, he has accused 
God of lying. He claims to have established his own 
righteousness, while God says that He alone is the source 
of acceptable righteousness and that “all our righteous- 
nesses are as filthy rags” in His sight. Hear what the 
Scriptures have to say about the person who would be 
independent of God’s gift of life. (Read John 3:18, 
36). The only way of escaping the wages of sin is 
to accept the gift of God. 


THIRD SPEAKER: What is this gift of God that 
is offered to take the place of the deadly wages of 
sin? It is eternal, abundant life. The glory and won- 
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| more when we remember how much it cost. 
| 6:23 makes it very clear that the gift comes to us on 
/ account of Jesus Christ. This means that Christ worked 





der of this gift are spoken of fully in the Scriptures, 
but even our best attempts to describe the nature of 
spiritual life fail miserably to do it justice. (Read I 
Cor. 2:9). Perhaps the most adequate thing we can 
say about the life God gives is that it will be lived 
in full fellowship with God forever and ever. 


The wonder and value of this gift impress us even 
Romans 


to provide us this blessing. The Bible itself describes 
most adequately what Christ did to deliver us from 
the wages of sin and to provide for us the gift of life. 
(Read Phil. 2:5-8 and II Cor. 5:21). Christ became 
sin for us and received the wages of sin which were due 
to us in order that we might have the divine life. 


life becomes ours when we acknowledge that we cannot 
save ourselves, when we admit that we deserve the wages 
of sin but that we trust our lives to Jesus Christ alone 
to be saved by Him. The Bible says, “He that be 
lieveth on the Son HATH life.” 


PROGRAM LEADER: There is a great deal of 
difference between a wage and a gift. A wage is what 
we have actually earned, and a gift is that which we 
have freely received apart from any merit of our own. 
(Read Eph. 2:8,9). Sin pays what we deserve, but 
God gives infinitely more than we deserve. Sin pays 
off in spiritual death, but God gives life. We ought 
to serve God rather than sin, but we do not serve 
God in order to earn salvation. Christ earned our 
salvation. All we can do is receive it as a gift from 
God. “We love Him because He first loved us,” 








This is the wonderful gift God offers us. 
The gift of eternal 


we receive it? 


Simply by faith. 


How do 


Closing Prayer. 


and we serve Him because He has saved us. 








BOARD NAMES DIRECTOR 
FOR CURRICULUM WORK 


RICHMOND, Va. — Dr. Charles E. 
S. Kraemer has been named executive 
director of the Covenant Life Curric- 
ulum program by the Board of Chris- 
tian Education. He is president of 
the Presbyterian School of Christian 
Education here and will share his time 
between PSCE and the Board, particu- 
larly devoting himself to the curricu- 
lum work during the summer months. 


As director of the program he suc- 
ceeds the Rev. William P. Anderson, 
who left the Board for a pastorate. 
Dr. Kraemer was chairman of the origi- 
nal committee which began the cur- 
riculum improvement program in 1954. 


In announcing the appointment, Dr. 
Marshall C. Dendy, executive secretary 
of the Board of Christian Education, 
said: “Dr. Kraemer has tremendous 
ability to lead the Board and the 
Church in understanding, accepting 
and using the Covenant Life Curricu- 
lum. His leadership will give the new 
curriculum added prestige and stature 
among the other denominations in the 
country.” 


The Reformed Church in America 
has cooperated in development of the 
curriculum, and the Board has been 
negotiating with other denominations, 
including the Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian and Cumberland Presbyterian 
Churches. Projected date for intro- 
duction at the classroom level is 1964. 
Some “foundation papers” are already 





JHE CHURCH AY HOME 


in circulation and others are expected 
to be ready for study soon. 


(Note: A Journal study of the new 
curriculum is being prepared and will 
be published in the near future.) 





PRESBYTERIANS INITIATE 
CRUSADE PRAYER SERIES 


MIAMI, Fla.—(PN)—Miami Shores 
Presbyterian church was the scene of 
the first of a series of prayer meet- 
ings launching public preparations for 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Cru- 
sade to be held in March. More than 
1,000 persons were expected at the 
first rally at which plans for a United 
Prayer Program, for which the rallies 
are a prelude, were announced. 


The program calls for localized 
prayer meetings in each postal zone 
of Greater Miami each Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday for seven 
weeks prior to the Crusade. Graham 
has called this the backbone of the 
Crusade. 





P.C. GIVING RECORD SET 


CLINTON, S. C. — A new record 
of $53,180 was contributed to Pres- 
byterian College’s annual giving pro- 
gram by alumni and friends during 
1960, President Marshall W. Brown 
has announced. This total topped the 
$50,000 goal and represented a sharp 
increase over the previous record of 
$38,644 established in 1959. 
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NEW ORLEANS PRESBYTERY 
GIVEN MORE CAMP LAND 


NEW ORLEANS, La. — (PN) — 
Presbyterian layman and lumber ex- 
ecutive Fred W. Salmen, at a called 
meeting of New Orleans Presbytery 
in January, donated 38.6 acres of 
land to the Presbytery to be used as 
part of the New Orleans Presbytery 
Camp Ground. 


The gift of land, added to Salmen’s 
previous donations, brings the camp’s 
total land area to nearly 100 acres. 
Presbytery also voted to construct 
additional sleeping, recreational, and 
kitchen facilities and a swimming pool 
at the camp, located east of Fontaine- 
bleau State Park, Mandeville. The 
camp is designed to eventually serve 
some 300 persons year round. 





MONTREAT LISTS LEADERS 
FOR MUSIC CONFERENCE 


MONTREAT, N. C.—Gifted leaders 
and teachers from all parts of the 
nation will be at the Conference on 
Church Music here July 13-19 to pre- 
sent courses designed to cover every 
aspect of church music. A descriptive 
folder on the program is available 
from Dr. Richard M. Peek, Box 1176, 
Richmond, Va. 


Among the instructors will be Dr. 
Elaine Brown, conductor of the tour- 
ing choir of the Westminster Choir 
School (choral conducting) ; Dr. Austin 
Lovelace of the First Methodist 
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Your members 
will learn about 


' THE CHURCH’S 
HERITAGE AND MISSION 


in our Presbyterian Literature. It provides the only church 
school material undergirding the whole program of our 
denomination, while exploring the great truths of the Bible. 
Congregations are better informed when all classes receive 
and study this attractive material. 





BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 




















A NEw Book... 


FOR EVERY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HOME! 
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“The Way of 
Salvation” 


by GORDON GIROD 


(NER MIRE NERS TS NL A RS I 





There are those who take a special delight in 
reading well-written books about the Reformed 
faith. They will not be disappointed in this new 
book by the Rev. Gordon Girod, well known radio 
minister, and pastor of the Seventh Reformed 
Church, Grand Rapids. Taking as his subject the 
Order of Salvation, the Rev. G. Girod delineates, 
in a remarkably clear way, the steps, or stages, 
of salvation. Buy this book NOW — for yourself, 
or for someone as a gift. 





Order from 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 








church, Evanston, Ill. (organ tech. 
nique); Madeline Ingram of Lynch. 
burg, Va. (children’s choirs); Dr. 
Charles Heaton of St. Louis, Mo. 
(choral repertoire); James Hart of 





— 


Winston-Salem, N. C. (youth choirs): | 


Dr. James Sydnor of Richmond, Va, 
(hymnology); and Dr. and Mrs. Peek 
of Charlotte, N. C. (handbells and 
new organ and choral repertoire). 





LAYMAN—trom p. 11 


Nor did the age of the one making 
a decision seem to matter; a few had 
been very young, others had been ma- 
ture. One deeply impressive fact was 
that in every person making a decision 
there came immediately or very soon 
thereafter an impelling desire to know 
the Scriptures. Another was a sense 
of responsibility for the salvation of 
others. Yet another phenomena was 
that many testified to having been the 
slaves of some habit only to find the 
shackles loosened and immediate vic- 
tory theirs. 


“ « « * * 


God has provided us with all neces- 
sary tools for effective evangelism. 
He has given us the privilege and pow- 
er of importunate prayer. He has 
come Himself in the person of the 
Holy Spirit to work in and through 
us to the enabling of our witness. He 
has given us the Word of God which 
is the Sword of the Spirit. All on ac- 
count of His Son given to redeem 
from sin. 


With these tools He expects us to 
exhibit importunity, urgency and con- 
viction. If we are failing; if the 
Church is failing today, it is because 
we are changing the message, neglect- 
ing the tools with which alone success- 
ful work is done, and failing in our 
own sense of the eternal importance of 
our task. 


We are confronted with the greatest 
need and the greatest challenge and 
opportunity the Church has ever 
known. God has. performed that 
which is necessary. 


Dare we try anything else? 





MISSIONS—from p. 6 


the National and World Councils of 
Churches? How would you evaluate 
the Evangelical Alliance? Re-read 
John 17:20-23 and form your own con- 
clusions about the unity for which 
Christ prayed. What illustration can 
you give of this type of unity from 
your own personal experience? In 
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Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB 
8. Isaac Finds a Wife 


DO YOU KNOW: How Isaac found his wife? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis 24:12-14, 27, 48. 
WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about how Isaac found 


his wife? 


THING TO REMEMBER: God leads us when we seek His will. 
Jeremiah 33:3; Proverbs 3:5-6. 


ELIEZER IS SENT TO FIND A WIFE FOR ISAAC 
Genesis 24: 1-28. 


Abraham did not want Isaac to marry a daughter of the 
heathen people. He said to Eliezer, his eldest _. _.- __- ___- _____ 


po PEO rae !'s Ss , and to my kindred, and take 
——————e nae The LORD God of 
ee ae before thee.” 


The servant took _. __ __ camels with their drivers. Each 
camel carried food and gifts. They went about 500 miles from 
Beer-sheba to Haran. (Trace this journey on a map of Bible 


lands. ) 
Write the number of the verse on the line that tells: 


Eliezer said, ‘“‘O Lord God, I pray.” 

He asked that the right girl give him water. 

Then Rebekah came and drew water for the camels. 
Rebekah said, ““We have room for you.” 


Eliezer said, ““The LORD led me.”’ 


REBEKAH AGREES TO BE ISAAC’S BRIDE 
Genesis 24:29-58. 


Eliezer said, “| am Abraham's servant.” 
“Abraham told me to get a wife for his son.”’ 
The family agreed to let Rebekah go. 

Eliezer again worshipped the Lord. 

Rebekah said, “I will go.” 


ISAAC MARRIES REBEKAH Genesis 24:59-67. 


Rebekah and her damsels (maids) rode on camels. 
Isaac saw the camels coming. 


Isaac took Rebekah to be his wife. 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? What is the shortest verse 
in the Old Testament? (Hint: Look in I Chronicles.) 


(Adapted from “Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 





your own community? In your 
Church? 


> * a * 7 


The Rev. Mr. Baker is pastor of 
the Johnson Memorial Church, Jack- 
son, Tenn. 





Presbyterian U.S. Series 


of 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
(RADIO) 
presents 
Dr. Joun A. REDHEAD, JR. 


Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina 





Topics for: 
Feb. 5 “HOW CAN 
EVERYBODY 
BE SOMEBODY?” 
FEB. 12 “WHAT CAN FAMILY 
WORSHIP DO 
FOR MY HOME?” 
Write for copies of messages to 
the radio station over which they 
are heard, or to 
TRAV 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 











24-PAGE GUIDEBOOK 


FREE 


Helps for your entire VBS program 
e Step-by-step planning calendar 

e Up-to-the-minute publicity suggestions 
e Unusual ‘‘timely” handcraft ideas 

e Scores of VBS accessory aids 

e Effective closing program plans 






Also includes 
preview of 
“‘Living by 
God's Time, 
the 1961 course 
clocked to meet 
the spiritual needs of 
your pupils in this jet 
age ...teaches the 
NOW-.-time of salvo- 
tion, the REDEEMED- 
time of Christian 
living 





See your lo- ‘Wheaton, IHlinois 
cal Christian Bookstore SCRIPTURE 


or write Scripture Press. PRESS gh 


(1 YES, we would like without cost or obligation our | 
FREE copy of the VBS Guidebook. 

| (0 Send special $3.40 Introductory Packet (add 30c | 
| postage). | 
| NOm@rcccccccccccccccccccccccccceeccsosccscess | 
| ABMs oc cc ccccccssscccccccceccccccceccccescs | 
| GD ivcccceccccescecsceece< ( ) Slate. .cceccccce 
| Cthic ccccccoccesessacese De. in $. S.ccccccceee | 

Church Address......-ccccccceccccccccccsecscees 


0) Money — $3.70 © Bill Church Dept. Pus- a 
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THE WAY OF SALVATION, by 
Gordon H. Girod. Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids. 157 pp. $2.95. 


In a very fine way the pastor of 
the Seventh Reformed Church in Grand 
Rapids sets before us the “order of 
salvation.” That there is a difference 
between Roman Catholics and Protes- 
tants on the steps or stages of salva- 
tion is universally accepted. There is, 
however, a lack of understanding on 
this all important subject among Prot- 
estants. The author seeks to dispel 
this confusion through the chapters of 
this book. 


The theme and the purpose of the 
book can best be summarized in this 
paragraph from the _ Introduction: 
“Thus our redemption is the work of 
God. The redemptive process began in 
eternity before the worlds were 
framed; it concludes in eternity when 
new men dwell in a new heaven and 
a new earth. More, the Word and the 
Spirit must accomplish in us all that 
God purposed to do from eternity even 
unto eternity. What shall we say 
then? To God be all the glory!” 


To quote further: “And How shall 
we glorify God? The answer to this 
question too, along with all others, is 
to be found only in the Word of God 
. . . When we do His work, when we 
do His Will, when we keep His com- 
mandments, then we glorify God... 
Only one force is strong enough to 
impel our lives, to move us to do the 
humanly impossible, and that is the 
force of the knowledge, born of the 
Word and Spirit of God, that He and 
He alone is the Author and Finisher 
of our redemption, that we were hope- 
lessly and helplessly lost, utterly un- 
able to bring about our own redemp- 
tion, until God in sovereign grace 
reached out His hand and drew us to 
His Son by the Holy Spirit — when 
we realize that God did it all, then 
we shall glorify God and not before.” 


This is a book for all who seek 
clarity on a basic subject. Ministers 
will find much material and sugges- 
tions for sermons. 


—Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 





THE EUCHARIST AND LITURGI- 
CAL RENEWAL, ed. by Massey Ham- 


ilton 
Press, New York. 


Jr. Oxford Univ. 
143 pp. $3.00. 


Shepherd, 


Here is a volume in which spokes- 
men for the “liturgical communions”’ 
express their longings for life and re- 
ality within their traditions. While 
a liturgical revival is not the sort of 
revival that most evangelical Chris- 
tians are expecting, there are evalua- 
tions and suggestions in these papers 
which ought to stimulate any Christian 
person to reconsider some basic Chris- 
tian obligations. 


Such prevalent problems as the wor- 
ship of the form, clericalism, and the 
lack of participation of the worshippers 
are raised in the diagnosis and will 
strike chords of response. It is sug- 
gested that “sick persons and sick 
parishes are alike concerned only with 
their own survival.” 


The answer to the problems diag- 
nosed, or the prognosis, is the “euch- 
arist,” the eucharist being the Chris- 
tian notion of sacrifice, or more prop- 
erly “mortification.” Couched in some 
perplexing theology and some Episco- 
palian semantics is the worthy thesis 
that Calvary is a way of life, that the 
Church is a eucharistic body, and that 
Christians are a eucharistic people. 
There is one sacrifice at Calvary which 
is never to be repeated, and yet which 
is worked out in our bodies and hearts 
every day. This is the basis of the 
ethical approach of several of the con- 
tributing authors. 


—Rev. Robert T. Henderson 
Durham, N. C. 





LET MY HEART BE BROKEN, by 
Richard Gehman. McGraw - Hill, New 
York. 245 pp. $4.95. 


The title of this book is taken 
from words written in the fly-leaf of 
the Bible of Bob Pierce and helps to 
describe the character of the man 
about whom the book is written. 


The author, who has published eight 
other books, confesses in the begin- 
ning of this book that he was not a 
religious man, but somewhat skeptical 
of what Bob Pierce had to say. He 
decided to follow him on his journeys 
through Japan, Korea, Formosa, Hong 
Kong, and India, because he had al- 
ways been attracted to people who are 
committed, whose convictions are 
strong and whose energy is arresting. 
At the end of the book the author 
says, “I realize that these people’s be- 
lief in Christ has changed my life.” 
The author was converted by his own 


subject matter. And the subject mat- 
ter is the story of what World Vision, 
Ine., has done to assist ministers, 
churches, schools, hospitals and other 
Christian agencies in ministering to 
the desperate physical and spiritual 
needs of the lands of the Far East. 
The book is filled with thrilling stories 
of heroic witness for Christ. 


If anyone has entertained any doubts 
as to whether this human dynamo, who 
has travelled two and a half million 
miles and dispensed over five million 
dollars in ten years, and his World 
Vision, Inc., have done much to assist 
the cause of Christ and His Church 
through many agencies, he must in 
fairness read this book. 


—H. Warren Allen, D.D. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 





THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
MOSES, by W. A. Criswell. Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids. 175 
pp. $2.50. 


The popular and able pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in Dallas has 
undertaken a new dimension in his 
initial venture as an author. The 
first attempt is indicative of a latent 
ability; the writer has a flair for ex- 
pressing himself in simple words. He 
has taken a page from the epistle to the 
Hebrews in developing New Testament 
ideas in an Old Testament setting. The 
title is novel, the reading matter is 
not. Some of the pharaseology is far 
from trite: “We have no Gospel for 
the Pharisee. We have no Gospel for 
a self-righteous man. But, oh, what 
a Gospel we have for sinners. The 
Gospel of Christ is for the lost. It is 
for the undone. It is for him who 
cannot find in himself power to de- 
liver his soul from sins but who will 
cast himself upon the mercy of God.” 


Pauline theology; light, engrossing 
reading; and for the illustration seeker 
a few choice specimens — in these 
devotional and expository sermons. 
And the gem of truth will invariably 
reflect light to catch the eye of the 
God-seeker. 


—Rev. George H. Kirker 
Geneva, Ala. 





THE LIFE AND THOUGHT OF 
KIERKEGAARD FOR EVERYMAN, 
by John A. Gates. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. 172 pp. $3.75. 


Many large volumes have been writ- 
ten on Kierkegaard in recent years, 
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but the vast majority have been pro- 
duced by scholars for scholars. Most 
laymen know little about the “melan- 
choly Dane.” Dr. Gates believes that 
laymen will welcome a portrait of the 
man and a presentation of his message 
with clarity. “To most English-speak- 
ing readers today,” says the author, 
“Kierkegaard needs to be mediated.” 


Kierkegaard is appraised by Dr. 
Gates as “the greatest of all nine- 
teenth-century religious thinkers.” 
This reviewer is not so enthusiastic 
about the Danish writer. We do recog- 
nize, however, that Kierkegaard was 
a germinal thinker and the discerning 
reader can gain some valuable insights 
from his writings. 


The ten chapters are devoted to cer- 
tain biographical data that is of in- 
terest, and a brief survey of Kierke- 
gaard’s principal writings. The domi- 
nant thought transmitted to us by 
Kierkegaard is that psychology must 
surrender the discussion of the cure 
of sin to theology. Man must face 
his predicament that he is sinful and 
powerless to conquer sin or to expiate 
his own guilt. All this points to the 
need of Divine grace and the atone- 
ment of Christ. Thus far we can fol- 
low Kierkegaard, but in his refusal 
to accept the legitimate place of apol- 
ogetics in Christian thought, the evan- 
gelical parts company. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D 
Atlanta, Ga. 





350 YEARS—from p. 8 


but nothing came of them. One par- 
liamentary commission was established, 
but it took no action. 


The Apocrypha was included in early 
editions, as it had been in previous 
translations. In 1644, Parliament de- 
creed that these books should not be 
read in church, and three years later 
the Westminster Confession of Faith 
declared that “the books commonly 
called Apocrypha, not being of divine 
inspiration, are not part of the Canon 
of the Scripture .. .” 


Through the years the King James 
version has come to be accepted as no 
other version ever has. The attitude 
toward it by people throughout the 
English-speaking world is a tribute to 
the sound workmanship of the men to 
whom we owe the version of 1611. 





Blessed is the man who knows what 
God wants him to do, and does it. 





new “training hour”’ 


e Has the sparkle that appeals to 
youth, PLUS spiritual depth 

@ Trains effective leaders through 
ACTIVE participation 


e Involves ALL members—not just 
the talented few 

e Provides youth-appealing VARI- 
ETY ...abundant CREATIVE 
ACTIVITIES 


e Gets young people into God's 
Word for answers to life problems 


Here is a practical new training pro- 
gram that can be the “leadership 
lifeline” for your church and Sunday 
School . . . a program that’s geared 
to the tempo of today’s youth. 
TRAINING HOUR is more than a 
fellowship hour .. . it’s a comprehen- 
sive leadership development pro- 
gram that employs tested techniques 
for better training. It provides rich 
opportunity for group and individual 
expression in the wide variety of 
“training-by-doing”’ activities such 
as buzz sessions, discussions, skits, 
readings, panels, forums, debates, 


ry 


FREE sample programs. 
wl Write Scripture Press 


DEPT. PaT-at Wheaton, lilinois 





service projects, and other highly 
interesting and workable projects. 
Interest-packed weekly programs 
cover 15 basic themes, each vitally 
related to practical spiritual experi- 
ence: Christian living, personality 
development, church leadership, 
dating and preparation for marriage, 
stewardship, family life, Bible study, 
vocational studies, church history, 
missions, devotional life and wor- 
ship, doctrine, evangelism, religions 
and cults, and seasonal themes. 

You'll appreciate especially the 
way each program can be “tailored” 
to the leadership potential of your 
particular group. TRAINING Hour 
gives you an organized plan to train 
effective leaders, develop intelligent 
followers, and produce skilled be- 
lievers capable of functioning effec- 
tively for Christ. Get your FREE 
copy of the helpful 20-page booklet 
which shows how TRAINING Hour 
actually works. Contains sample 
programs for Jr. Hi’s, Sr. Hi’s, and 
aduits. Send for your FREE copy 
today 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 


aa 





YOU'LL SMILE 
EVERY TIME YOU 


_ GET YOUR INCOME 





CHECK... 


PTL ANNUITY owners are happy people. They know their investment 
is safe and their income guaranteed for life. 


WHAT'S MORE, they know their Annuity helps others, too. They are 
helping take the Word of God to multitudes around the world. 


NO WONDER THEY SMILE. YOU WILL, TOO. 


For information write to: ALFRED A. KUNZ, INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR 







The Pocket, Testament) League : :2.'°" 
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MINISTERS 


Denny M. Hill, Mayesville, S. C., has 
accepted a call to be Executive Sec- 
retary of Enoree Presbytery. He 
will enter upon his duties with head- 
quarters in Greer, S. C., on Mar. 1. 
Edward G. Holborow, Knoxville, 
Tenn., has become chaplain on the 
DEW (Distant Early Warning) line 
in Alaska, under sponsorship of In- 
ternational Telephone Co. 


Charles R. Hasty, Chaplain, U. S. 
Army, has been released from active 
duty and has become pastor of the 
Ernest Myatt church, Raleigh, N. C. 
Wade H. Boggs, who has gone to 
be interim pastor of the First 
Church, St. Petersburg, Fla., was 
honored upon his leaving the First 
Church, Columbus, Ga., where he 
served as interim pastor for 18 
months, with a special resolution of 
appreciation from the session. 
Peter A. Blair, from Stockton, Ala., 
to 2607 Ensley, Birmingham, Ala. 
Marshall L. Smith, Jr., from De- 
catur, Ga., to the First Church, Quit- 
man, Ga. 

William H. Taylor, from Epes, Ala., 
to the First Larger Parish of Su- 
wannee Presbytery, McIntosh, Fla. 
Homer C. Holt, from Vinton, Va., 
to Brookneal, Va. 


Locke White has retired as minister 
of the Halifax, Va., Oak Level and 
Mercy Seat churches. 

Bruce C. Boney, from Memphis, 
Tenn., to the Whitehaven, Tenn., 
church. 

Duncan D. MacBryde, from Pleasant- 
ville, N. Y., to the First Church, 
Mooresville, N. C. 

James B. Ficklin, from Raleigh, N. 
C., to be Executive Secretary of 
Potomac Presbytery. 


Jack G. Kennon, formerly of the 
Baptist church, has been received 
into East Alabama Presbytery and 
installed as pastor of the Hartford 
church. 


Robert S. Link, Moncks Corner, S. 
S., has become pastor of the Chad- 


bourn and Pages Mill church, Chad- 
bourn, N. C. 


Murphy D. Miller, from Midway, 
Ky., to the Wilmore church, Wil- 
more, Ky. 

Otis E. Moore, Jr., from Austin, 
Tex., to Assistant Pastor of the 
First Church, Orlando, Fla. 

John L. Fain, Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
will enter full time evangelistic 
work effective March Ist. His ad- 
dress will be 1504 Debbie St., Kan- 
napolis, N. C. 





LETTERS 


CASUALTY OF THE PAPER WAR 


For the past few years I have been 
deeply perturbed by the trend of events 
in this country . . . Sometimes I feel 
a deliberate effort is being made to 
complicate the faith, to make it so 
difficult that the average layman will 
not be able to read, pray and interpret 
for himself. Instead he will have to 
rely on books, pamphlets, workshops, 
courses of study written by “experts” 
and liberal theologians . . . I am par- 
ticularily amazed at the reams of pa- 
per distributed by the various boards 
and agencies of the Church. For two 
years I was chairman of Christian Ed- 
ucation and this year I am serving as 
chairman of Church Extension . . 
I have been flooded with literature 
from these agencies, most of it use- 
less as far as our local group is con- 
cerned. Actually all we need in lit- 
erature is the Sunday School quarter- 
ly, the Circle study book, the Journal 
and the Bible. I dare say few of our 
members even bother to read and study 
these! It is my opinion that hundreds 
of thousands of dollars are being wast- 
ed on unwanted, unusued, unnecessary 
literature, compiled by a top-heavy 
staff that should be cut in half... 

—Virginia 
* 7 * ~ * 

Our research staff reports that the 
paper war, as a formal way of life, 
began in the Pentagon, before it 
spread to the Church.—Ed. 





CAN HARDLY WAIT 


I can hardly wait for the Journal to 
come each week. I have been waiting 
and watching as well as praying for 
some encouraging word. For so long 
I have been deeply aware that the 
ecumenical movement is swallowing up 
most Protestant churches. Out here 
some Christians are staying where they 
are, unhappy. Others are going into 
the independent churches everywhere. 

—Texas 
. . * ” ~ 


John 16:33.—Ed. 





WELCOME SUPPORT 


After all benevolent pledges were 
fully met, the treasury of our church 
contained surplus funds which the Ses- 
sion has decided to forward as our part 
in the support of the Journal. We 
consider this ministry a most appropri- 
ate aspect of our church’s responsibil- 
ity . . . You don’t know how much it 
means to those of us who are limited 
in our contacts to be able to read a 
Church paper that is consistent and 
forceful in its presentation of the Re- 
formed faith. 


—Name 


Likewise you do not know how much 
encouragement we get from such sup- 
port.—Ed. 





ACKNOWLEDGES JOURNAL 
COVERAGE 


Thank you for printing in the Jan. 
18th issue the full story about our 
Central Church’s proposal for the de- 
velopment here of a religious-civic cen- 
ter in the middle of metropolitan At- 
lanta . . . The State’s part is being 
enacted in legislation now in the hop- 
per. The County has promised to 
move along after the State acts. And 
the City, we expect, will also . . 
Aim in all this is to keep the Church 
in the stream of things and to min- 
ister to the thousands of people who 
live and work and swirl around us. 


—(Rev.) Fred R. Stair, Jr. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Central Church continues to provide 
leadership in the “inner city” ministry. 


—Ed. 





Invest 
in lives 
and your 





will 
will live 
Consider Christian Education 


6 Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
A Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va 
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